
 

BREAKING BORDERS SPORTS 

OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT RULES 
Location: Brampton, Ontario, Canada 

Dates: May 29–31 

Divisions: 12U, 13U, 14U, 15U, 16U, 17U 

Breaking Borders Sports tournaments are played under Breaking Borders Official Rules. These 
are custom rules for our events and do not reference or follow any outside governing body. 

 

REGISTRATION 
All teams registered for any Breaking Borders Sports tournament must: 

●​ Complete the official team registration.​
 

●​ Provide proof of team insurance.​
 

●​ Submit the official roster and waiver forms when requested by the tournament (these will 
be collected closer to the event, not at initial registration).​
 

Roster/Waiver links will be sent to all team coaches in advance of the tournament. 

 

FORMAT ALTERATIONS 
Breaking Borders Sports reserves the right to alter, change, or abbreviate Tournament Formats 
and Rules when necessary. This can include, but is not limited to: 

●​ Shortening time limits​
 

●​ Changing game schedules​
 



●​ Adjusting playoff formats​
 

These changes may be made in order to maintain the schedule, deal with weather, field 
conditions, or any other operational need, and to ensure as many games as possible are 
played. 

 

SPECIAL START REQUESTS / GAME TIMES 
Before entering a tournament, please ensure your team has no other conflicts on the listed 
tournament dates. 

●​ We cannot accommodate special game time requests.​
 

●​ Teams must be prepared to start as early as 8:00 AM.​
 

●​ Games may start up to 30 minutes early if the field is ahead of schedule and both teams 
are present and ready.​
 

 

FORFEITS 
●​ Forfeit Time: Scheduled game time.​

 
●​ Any team that forfeits:​

 
○​ Cannot advance to the Championship Rounds.​

 
○​ Is not eligible for any refund or credit.​

 
○​ May, at the discretion of the Tournament Director, be removed from the 

remainder of the tournament.​
 

●​ Forfeited games will be scored 5–0.​
 

●​ Games can start with 6 players.​
 

 



HOTELS & TRAVEL 
Hotel information and partner recommendations (if applicable) will be listed on the Breaking 
Borders Sports website or the specific tournament page. 

Teams are responsible for: 

●​ Booking their own accommodations.​
 

●​ Respecting hotel rules and representing the tournament in a positive way.​
 

 

ENTRY REFUNDS 

Within 90 days of the start date of the event 

●​ There will be no entry fee refunds for withdrawal from a tournament within 90 days of the 
event start date.​
 

Outside 90 days of the start date of the event 

●​ If a team registers, pays, and then drops out more than 90 days before the event:​
 

○​ They may either transfer their entry to another Breaking Borders event, or​
 

○​ Receive a refund less a $300 administrative fee.​
 

●​ If you withdraw (outside 90 days) from an age division that is full, you will not receive a 
refund until/if your spot is replaced by another team. The $300 admin fee still applies.​
 

Custom / Branded Items 

●​ Any custom items (jerseys, hats, sleeves, etc.) are non-refundable once ordered, 
regardless of withdrawal timing.​
 

Event Cancellation / Incomplete Event 



●​ If the tournament must be cancelled before any games are played, Breaking Borders 
Sports may offer credits toward a future event at our discretion.​
 

●​ Once the event has started and any games are played, there will be no refunds or 
credits, regardless of the number of games completed.​
 

 

TOURNAMENT FORMAT & GAME GUARANTEE 
●​ Each team is guaranteed 4 games:​

 
○​ 2 games on Friday​

 
○​ 2 games on Saturday​

 
●​ Finals on Sunday for each age division.​

 
●​ Depending on team counts, there may be additional placement or consolation games on 

Sunday.​
 

Breaking Borders Sports reserves the right to adjust the number of playoff teams, format, and 
schedule to ensure a fair and workable event. 

 

TOURNAMENT PLAYING RULES 
Breaking Borders Sports tournaments use standard baseball rules with the following 
tournament-specific rules and modifications. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 
●​ Age cutoff is April 30 for all teams.​

 
●​ Players cannot be double rostered in the same age division.​

 



●​ Each team is responsible for keeping a copy of a government-issued birth certificate or 
passport for each player with the coach at all times.​
 

●​ Names on the roster must match the document (no nicknames/middle names, etc.).​
 

If a team is caught using a player that is older than the cutoff for the division: 

●​ That team will forfeit every game that player has played in (games recorded as 5–0 
losses).​
 

●​ The team may be removed from the tournament.​
 

Special Exceptions Regarding Age Cutoff 

 

●​ 15U – 2028 graduate or younger​
 

●​ 16U – 2027 graduate or younger​
 

●​ 17U – 2026 graduate or younger​
 

●​ 18U – 2025 graduate or younger (only relevant if an 18U division is added)​
 

 

OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT ROSTER 
●​ All teams must submit an official tournament roster online prior to their first game.​

 
●​ Any player not on the online roster will be ineligible to play in that tournament.​

 
●​ Any game in which an ineligible player participates will result in a team forfeit (5–0).​

 
●​ A roster/waiver link will be sent to all team coaches.​

 

 

 



TIME LIMIT 

Pool Play & Playoff Games (all divisions 12U–17U) 

●​ Time Limit: 1 hour and 45 minutes for all games.​
 

●​ Time begins as soon as the plate meeting ends.​
 

●​ No new inning may start after 1 hour and 35 minutes.​
 

●​ If a new inning has started before the time limit, that inning will be completed.​
 

●​ If the home team is winning after the top half of an inning and the time limit occurs, the 
game is over, the home team does not need to bat.​
 

Championship Games 

●​ Time Limit: 2 hours OR regulation innings (6 for 12U, 7 for 13U–17U), whichever comes 
first.​
 

●​ No California Tie-Breaker in the Championship. The game will continue with regular 
extra innings if needed.​
 

Ties & Extra Innings 

●​ If both teams are tied at the end of regulation and the time limit has not expired, proceed 
to standard extra innings.​
 

●​ Pool Play / Consolation Games:​
 

○​ If the game is tied when the time limit expires, the game will be recorded as a tie.​
 

 

●​ Championship Games:​
 

○​ No time limit tie-breaker. No California Rule. The game must be decided on the 
field.​
 



Note: Time limits and inning limits may change due to weather and/or 
tournament format needs. 

 

TIE BREAKERS (SEEDING) 
After pool play, teams will be seeded for playoffs. If teams are tied in the standings, the following 
tie-breakers will be used: 

1.​ Head-to-Head (only if exactly 2 teams are tied; if 3+ teams tied, skip to next)​
 

2.​ Fewest Runs Allowed (may be averaged if there is an uneven number of games played)​
 

3.​ Run Differential (capped at +8 / -8 per game)​
 

If rain or field issues cause an uneven number of pool games: 

●​ We may seed based off Win Percentage (Win %). 

 

PITCHING 
All specific “Pitch Smart” and pitch-count regulations have been removed. 

●​ Managing pitcher workload, rest, and safety is the responsibility of each team’s coaching 
staff.​
 

●​ Once a player is removed from the mound, they cannot return to pitch in the same game.​
 

●​ Second trip to the mound in the same inning results in removal of the pitcher.​
 

●​ A pitcher removed from the mound may continue to play in the game at another position. 

 

BALK RULE 
●​ There will be no warnings on balk calls.​

 
●​ Umpire discretion may be used for younger ages (12U–13U).​

 



 

RE-ENTRY / LINEUP RULES 

Defensive 

●​ Free defensive substitution.​
 

●​ A player does not have to be in the batting order to play defense.​
 

Offensive 

●​ Teams may choose to:​
 

○​ Bat 9 players, OR​
 

○​ Bat their entire lineup, OR​
 

○​ Bat any number between 9 and the entire roster.​
 

●​ Once the game starts, the number of batters must remain the same for the entire game.​
 

●​ If you bat your entire lineup and a player is ejected or injured and no legal sub remains:​
 

○​ That spot becomes an out every time it comes up.​
 

●​ If you are not roster batting, regular substitution rules apply.​
 

●​ Games can start with 6 players.​
 

○​ Players arriving late can be added to the batting order in the order they arrive.​
 

○​ Until enough players arrive, empty batting spots at the end of the order will be 
outs.​
 

 

HOME TEAM 



●​ Pool Play: Home team will be determined by a coin flip at the plate meeting. Winner 
chooses home or away.​
 

●​ Championship: Higher seed chooses home or away.​
 

●​ If two teams have the same seed a coin flip determines home team.​
 

 

SCOREKEEPING 
●​  All teams are expected to track their game on GameChanger. 
●​  The umpire will serve as the official scorekeeper for each game. 
●​ Both teams are expected to confirm the final score with the umpire at the end of each 

game. 
●​ After each game, the umpire will report the final score directly to the Diamond Convener 

before receiving their next game ball. 
●​ The Diamond Convener will submit the result to the Tournament Director for standings 

updates. 
●​ In the event of a rain delay, the umpire must record the inning, score, batter, count, and 

runners on base before leaving the field. 

 

CONTACT RULE 
●​ On any close play, the runner must avoid dangerous or malicious contact.​

 
●​ Slides are recommended when appropriate.​

 
●​ All close plays and slides are at the umpire’s discretion.​

 
●​ Malicious contact may result in ejection.​

 

 

CLEATS / SUNFLOWER SEEDS / GUM / TOBACCO 
POLICY 



●​ Metal spikes are allowed only in 13U and older divisions, except:​
 

○​ No metal spikes are allowed on turf fields or portable turf mounds.​
 

●​ Molded cleats, turf shoes, and running shoes are acceptable on any surface.​
 

●​ No sunflower seeds, gum, or candy are allowed on any turf field.​
 

●​ Breaking Borders tournaments have a strict NO TOBACCO policy for any:​
 

○​ Player​
 

○​ Coach​
 

○​ Parent​
 

○​ Official​
 

○​ Tournament staff​
 

Violation of field policies may result in forfeits and/or removal from the tournament. 

 

ALCOHOL & TOBACCO POLICY 
●​ Many tournaments are hosted at City of Brampton parks, schools, and community 

facilities.​
 

●​ These locations do not permit:​
 

○​ Alcoholic beverages​
 

○​ Smoking or vaping​
 

○​ Chewing tobacco​
 

●​ Breaking Borders Sports will enforce these policies.​
 

●​ Improper conduct may result in ejection for the game or entire tournament, and law 
enforcement may be contacted if necessary.​
 



 

 

BAT RESTRICTIONS 
PENALTY FOR BAT VIOLATION: PLAYER EJECTION & HEAD COACH EJECTION 

General Bat Rules 

●​ All bats must be unaltered and in safe condition. ​
 

●​ 12U Division​
• USA Baseball and USSSA bats are permitted.​
• Maximum barrel size: 2 3/4”.​
 

●​ 13U Division​
• USA Baseball, USSSA, BBCOR, and wood bats are permitted.​
• Maximum barrel size for non-BBCOR bats: 2 3/4”.​
 

●​ 14U to 17U Divisions​
• BBCOR bats only (-3).​
• Wood bats are permitted.​
• No USSSA or USA Baseball bats permitted in 14U to 17U divisions.​
 

●​ Specific size/weight/certification requirements by division will be communicated in 
advance (e.g., USA/USSSA/BBCOR), but the following bats are banned regardless of 
stamp.​
 

●​ Wood Bat Tournaments: To be considered a wood bat, a bat must be made of a single 
piece of wood. No Bamboo Bats or Bamboo Composite Bats. Any other bat 
composed of Wood and/or Wood Composite bats are allowed.( BAUM BATS ARE 
ALLOWED)​
 

BANNED BATS 

The following bats are NOT allowed in any Breaking Borders tournament game: 

●​ DeMarini 2017 CF Zen Balanced (-8) (29/21, 30/22, 31/23, 32/24)​
 

●​ DeMarini 2017 CF Zen SL 2 3/4; (-10) (28/18, 29/19, ​
​



30/20, 31/21, 32/22)​
 

●​ DeMarini 2017 CF Zen Zero Dark 2 3/4; (-10) (29/19, 30/20)​
 

●​ DeMarini Custom 2017 CF Zen 2 3/4; (-10)​
 

●​ DeMarini Custom 2017 CF Zen Balanced (-8)​
 

●​ Dirty South Kamo BB KA (-8) (30/22, 31/21, 32/22, 31/23, 32/24 only)​
 

●​ Marucci Cat5 MCB2 33/30 BBCOR​
 

●​ Nike BT0636 CX2​
 

Note: All Easton Ghost X and Hype Fire models that were previously 
listed in other rule sets are NOT banned here and have been 
completely removed from the banned list. 

Breaking Borders reserves the right to update this banned bat list at any time for player safety. 

 

CATCHER’S EQUIPMENT 
●​ All catchers must wear proper catcher’s gear:​

 
○​ Helmet with face mask – chin guard not required with full goalie mask​

 
○​ Chest protector​

 
○​ Leg guards​

 
○​ Protective cup​

 

Catchers without complete gear will not be permitted to play the position. 

 

PROTESTS 



●​ Judgment calls (safe/out, balls/strikes, fair/foul, etc.) cannot be protested.​
 

●​ Only rule interpretations and eligibility issues may be protested.​
 

To file a protest: 

1.​ The protesting coach must inform:​
 

○​ The home plate umpire​
 

○​ The opposing head coach​
 

○​ A Tournament Official​
​
 at the time of the play and before the next pitch.​
 

2.​ A $100 cash protest fee must be submitted at that time.​
 

●​ If the protest is upheld, the $100 will be refunded and the game will be continued or 
corrected from the point of protest as determined by the Tournament Director.​
 

●​ If the protest is denied, the fee is forfeited.​
 

●​ The burden of proof lies with the protesting team.​
 

 

DUGOUTS 
●​ Please help keep fields and common areas clean—pick up all team garbage after each 

game.​
 

●​ Only:​
 

○​ Rostered players​
 

○​ A maximum of 3 coaches and 1 scorekeeper (4 total staff)​
​
 are allowed in the dugout during games.​
 

●​ The head coach is the only person allowed to discuss rule issues with the umpire.​
 



 

 

EJECTIONS 
●​ No warnings are required for unsportsmanlike or unruly behaviour from coaches, 

players, or fans.​
 

●​ Upon ejection, the coach, player, or fan must immediately leave the premises, including 
the parking lot if directed.​
 

○​ Failure to comply will result in a team forfeit.​
 

●​ Any player ejected from more than one game will not be permitted at the tournament site 
for the remainder of the event.​
 

●​ Coaches are responsible for their fans.​
 

○​ If a fan is ejected from any game, the head coach will also be ejected for that 
game.​
 

●​ If a coach or fan is ejected from one game, they may be subject to removal from the rest 
of the tournament at the Tournament Director’s discretion.​
 

 

OFFICIAL GAME / SUSPENDED GAMES 
●​ A game becomes an official game after the completion of 1 full inning.​

 
●​ If a game is called due to darkness, weather, or field conditions:​

 
○​ If it is the middle of an inning, and at least one full inning has been played:​

 
■​ The game will revert back to the score of the last completed inning, 

unless the home team is ahead at the time of stoppage.​
 

●​ If there are enough remaining time slots, games may be rescheduled to resume from 
where they left off at the discretion of the Tournament Director.​
 



 

 

 

INTENTIONAL WALK 
●​ To intentionally walk a batter, the coach must notify the home plate umpire, and the hitter 

will be awarded first base.​
 

●​ No pitches need to be thrown.​
 

 

BASEBALLS 
●​ Breaking Borders Sports will provide 3 new baseballs to the umpires prior to each game.​

 
●​ Only approved Breaking Borders tournament baseballs are allowed for game use.​

 
●​ Teams are responsible for retrieving foul balls and returning them to the umpire or field 

staff.​
 

 

COURTESY RUNNERS 
●​ Courtesy runners are allowed for the pitcher and catcher at any time.​

 
●​ If the team is not roster batting:​

 
○​ The courtesy runner must be a player not currently in the batting order.​

 
○​ The same player cannot run for both the pitcher and catcher in the same inning.​

 
●​ If the team is batting its entire lineup:​

 



○​ The courtesy runner will be the last batted out.​
 

●​ Courtesy runners are intended to speed up the game. If the courtesy runner is not ready 
promptly, the umpire may deny the courtesy runner for that play.​
 

 

 

UMPIRES 
●​ If there is no Tournament Representative on site, the umpires will act as on-site 

tournament representatives.​
 

●​ There will generally be 2 umpires for all 12U–17U games.​
 

 

INFIELD / OUTFIELD PRACTICE 
●​ Games may start early; teams must be ready to play 30 minutes before their scheduled 

game time.​
 

●​ There will be no full infield/outfield practice prior to tournament games.​
 

●​ Hitting balls (even wiffle balls) into fences or nets attached to fences is not allowed on 
any part of any field.​
 

●​ Please hit or warm up outside of fenced areas or in designated spots only.​
 

 

 

 

 



WEARABLE TECHNOLOGY 
●​ Wearable technology is permitted, including:​

 
○​ Smart watches​

 
○​ Fitness trackers​

 
○​ Sensors​

 
○​ On-field microphones and small cameras​

 
●​ These devices:​

 
○​ Must not delay the game​

 
○​ Must not interfere with live play or safety​

 
○​ Must not be used to argue calls or harass officials​

 

Breaking Borders reserves the right to have any device removed if it is judged to be unsafe or 
disruptive. 

 

DIVISION RULES & FIELD DIMENSIONS 
Note: Field setup depends on diamond availability in Brampton but 
will follow these targets unless otherwise communicated. 

12U Division 

●​ Bases: 65 ft​
 

●​ Pitching Distance: 44 ft​
 

●​ Game Length: 6 innings (subject to time limit)​
 

●​ Time Limit: 1 hour 45 minutes (pool & playoff), 2 hours in the Championship​
 

●​ Mercy Rule:​
 



○​ 20 runs after 1 inning​
 

○​ 15 after 2​
 

○​ 12 after 3​
 

○​ 10 after 4​
 

○​ 8 after 5​
 

13U 

●​ Bases: 50 ft​
 

●​ Pitching Distance: 75 ft​
 

●​ Game Length: 6 innings (subject to time limit)​
 

●​ Time Limit: 1 hour 45 minutes (pool & playoff), 2 hours in the Championship​
 

●​ Mercy Rule:​
 

○​ 20 runs after 1 inning​
 

○​ 15 after 2​
 

○​ 12 after 3​
 

○​ 10 after 4​
 

○​ 8 after 5 

 

 

 

14U, 15U, 16U, 17U Divisions 

●​ Bases: 90 ft​
 

●​ Pitching Distance: 60ft & 6in​
 



●​ Game Length: 7 innings (subject to time limit)​
 

●​ Time Limit: 1 hour 45 minutes (pool), 2 hours in the Championship​
 

●​ Mercy Rule:​
 

○​ 20 runs after 1 inning​
 

○​ 15 after 2​
 

○​ 12 after 3​
 

○​ 10 after 4​
 

○​ 8 after 5​
 

Run rules apply to all games. Championship games have no mercy rules.  
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